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and messengers of God, the instruments of his will. The arch-
angels and the higher ranks of angels form his guard of honour
and his court, the priests of his celestial temple, his royal
musicians and his close associates. The rest are the com-
municating links between God and the world, and above all
between God and man. It is their business both to convey
divine revelations to human ears, and to bear the prayers of
earth to the throne of Jahweh, where they sometimes even
intercede for humanity. In consequence it becomes their special
duty to watch over mankind. This protective vigilance is
twofold. They exercise it, firstly, over humanity in its social
group ; thus each nation has its particular angel, at once
patron and protector, and it may even happen that two national
angels may come to blows in the interests of their respective
flocks,1 like the Homeric gods before Troy. This is because
they have in fact replaced the old tribal gods, well known to
early Jahwism, and that they satisfy that old polytheistic
instinct which still lingers in the hearts of the Jewish people,
in spite of all their professions of the purest monotheism.2
Secondly, the angels watch over individuals, and the theory
that this benevolent supervision is the special function of
certain spirits leads naturally to the notion of the guardian
angel.3

But man is not the only terrestrial care of the angels. They
are concerned with physical phenomena, with elements and
seasons, with the whole system of nature. In the picture of
the Creation given in the Book of Jubilees,4 God is shown creating
the angel of the spirit of fire, the angel of the spirit of wind, those
of snow and hail and ice and clouds, of darkness, of thunder,
and lightning, and heat., and cold, of winter, and spring. Revela-
tion (vii. 1) describes the angels of the winds in action, holding
back the four winds of the earth; in xiv. 18 the angel " that
hath power over fire " appears ; in xvi. 5 the voice of " the angel
of the waters " is heard ; and in xix. 17-18 there is a reference
to " an angel standing in the sun " who calls together the birds
of prey to " the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of Kings"
Enoch (Ixv. 5) speaks of an angel who was put in charge of the
spring producing lead and tin.5 The conception underlying all
these passages combines a sort of animism with the personi-
fication of the elements of the forces of nature and the seasons.
It is a relic of the deification of natural phenomena, a relic

1 Dan. x. 13jGf.                                 2 Texts in CCLII, 379 j(f.

3 These guardian angels are  called watchers (ayyzkoi ey^ydgot).    Cf.
CCLHI, 322 and n. 2, 323 jff.

4  C/. CCLXIX, ii, 41.                       5 CCLIII, 380 ;   CCLXVI, i.